Minutes of Marion City Council
Public Hearing and earing HRegular Meeting
May 11, 2010 – 6:00 P.M.

A public hearing was held by City Council on May 11, 2010, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:00 P.M. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell, and Betsy Atkinson were all in attendance, along with various employees and citizens.
A regular meeting was held by City Council on May 11, 2010, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:30 P.M. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell, and Betsy Atkinson were all in attendance. Also present were Mr. Bob Anderson, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, Chief Alan Ammons, City Attorney Robert Lee, Chief Willie Smith, Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik, Mr. Frank Page, Mrs. Diane Owens, Mr. Ronnie Sanders, and various other citizens.

Mayor Rodney Berry called the meeting to order and requested to amend the agenda to include Ordinance #10-06 Hospitality Budget. Council agreed to postpone approval of this ordinance until after the budget workshop.

Chief Smith gave the opening prayer, and Mr. Bob Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Berry welcomed all guests and press. Hometown TV was in attendance to represent the press.
Councilman Ronald Atkinson made motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting on April 13, 2010, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson.
A Resolution of Appreciation was presented to Rev. Shawn Bell Weeks for many contributions of service to Marion County. 
Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to approve 2nd Reading of Ordinance #10-04 An Ordinance Authorizing the Annexation of Certain Property into the City of Marion, seconded by Councilman Betsy Atkinson, and carried. 
Councilwoman Bromell made a motion to approve 1st Reading of Ordinance #10-05 An Ordinance to Set Mileage for Raising Funds and to Adopt the Budget for the City of Marion, South Carolina Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2011, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson. Mr. Anderson requested to hold a budget workshop on Tuesday, May 18, 2010 at 5:30 P.M.

Mr. Anderson and Mrs. Patricia Brown presented council with information regarding amending personnel policy to change employees pay from weekly to bi-weekly. Councilman Baker requested that Mr. Anderson talk with city employees to see how they feel about the proposed change and follow up with council.
Mayor Berry stated that he has met with the street renaming committee. They will coordinate with the E-911 Director for a current list of streets that need renaming and report back to council.
Administrator’s Reports: 

Mr. Anderson provided an update of the sale of the water system to Grand Strand Water and Sewer. He stated that the deeds have been transferred and the funds have been received and applied accordingly. Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson commented about the current banking industry and the fact that the FDIC only insures up to $250,000 in the event of a banks failure. He suggests that the city distribute these finds over several banks to prevent a loss. Mrs. Patricia Brown will address this request.

Mr. Anderson and Ms. Shannon gave an update on the upcoming MASC Annual Meeting.   

Ms. Almeta Mullins, Police Department, was named Employee of the Month for April, and presented a gift certificate.
Departmental Reports:     

Chief Smith stated that his department is preparing for the Foxtrot Festival and he has two (2) new officers in Academy.

Mr. Chuck Wiegert provided information about the upcoming Foxtrot Festival.  
Public Comments:


Mr. William Campbell was present to address council about Ordinances, Change and Information. He requested that Council allow the 30 minutes for citizen comments as stated in the city ordinance. He also commented on Mayor Pro Tem Atkinson’s comments regarding securing the funds received from the Grand Strand Water & Sewer sale as well as water and sewer system problems.  Mr. Campbell shared his opinion of several suggested changes to the monthly meeting agenda format.
Comments from City Council:
Councilman Bobby Davis addressed an issue on S. Withlacoochee Street regarding a ditch. He stated that this is a liability for the City, and recommends that council approve allowing the City Administrator to look into placing a fence around this ditch for safety reasons until further actions can be taken. Mayor Berry stated that he will contact Mr. Harold Coleman at the State Highway Department regarding this issue. Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to allow the Administrator to look into placing a fence around this area, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell, and carried. 
Councilman Atkinson commented about the car shows that are being held in the old Piggly Wiggly parking lot. He stated that vulgar music was being played and the event was very unruly. Mayor Berry stated that he has contacted the owner of the building to address this issue. 
Chief Smith updated council about the purchase of new police vehicles. He stated that he spoke with Mr. Ash from Columbia and was assured that he will be the next in line to receive the vehicles. The department will be able to purchase five (5) cars and equip them.
Councilwoman Bromell stated that she was approached by a truck driver regarding the parking of trucks in the city. Chief Smith stated that concerned drivers need to contact him or Chief Ammons for any questions regarding parking. Councilwoman Bromell also addressed flooding issues.         

Comments from Mayor Berry: 

    Mayor Berry commented on the National Day of Prayer and the Frogmore Festival sponsored by HMRA. In closing, Mayor Berry asked council to think about and plan to address the cities plans for the one cent tax increase by the county at next weeks budget workshop.     
Hearing no further business, Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Bromell.
_________________________


   ___________________________

Rodney Berry, Mayor 


    
   Lakesha Y. Shannon, City Clerk
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