Minutes of Marion City Council

earing HRegular Meeting 6:30 p.m.

      FEBRUARY 14, 2012

A regular meeting was held by City Council on February 14, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided.  Council members Ronald Atkinson, Bobby L. Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Michael Baker, Betsy Atkinson and Odessa Gregg were present.  Also present were Mr. Alan Ammons, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Pam Jones, Attorney Robert Lee, several citizens and the press.

Councilwoman Gregg gave the opening prayer.  Mr. Ammons led the Pledge of Allegiance and Mayor Berry welcomed all guests and press. (Hometown TV and the Star/Enterprise)

Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson made a motion to accept the minutes from the regular meeting on January 10, 2012, seconded by Councilman Ralph Atkinson; motion carried.
Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson made a motion to accept the minutes from the special meeting on January 19, 2012, seconded by Councilman Ralph Atkinson; motion carried.

Regarding the City Party, the date was set for Tuesday, March 20, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  As in year’s past, it will be held at the Fire Department on East Bond Street.

City Clerk Pam Jones read A Resolution Proclaiming February Black History Month in the City of Marion.    Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to approve the Resolution Proclaiming February Black History Month in the City of Marion, as presented, seconded by Councilwoman Gregg.  Councilman Atkinson recommended taking out the 2012 (February 2012) as this resolution would apply to every February, unless we want to do a resolution every year.  The motion carried.
City Clerk Pam Jones read A Resolution Authorizing a City of Marion Mission Statement.  Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to accept the resolution as presented, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker; motion carried.

Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to re-appoint Lisa Seabrook to a 3 year term on the PDRTA board, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ronald Atkinson; motion carried.

Regarding the sidewalk bids, Mr. Ammons stated that the sidewalk on South Main Street would be extended from Green Street, past the High School down to Silver Trace Apartments.  These are C funds and the job was bidded out with Herrington Construction from Mullins being the low bidder with $17, 639.78.  Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to accept the bid from Herrington Construction, as recommended by Mr. Ammons, for a total of $17,639.78, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ralph Atkinson; motion carried.
Regarding the bids on street signs, Mr. Ammons commented that this is also C fund money that was applied for last year and we received $5,000, which will be used for those streets which have recently had a name change.  Hi-Tec Signs in Mullins was the low bidder at $3,208.93.  Hi-Tec Signs was the exact bid as the Prison Industries bid (which is a publicized price).  New DOT regulation require any street that has a speed limit of over 25 mph has to be a 9” blade, instead of 6”, streets that are 25 mph or less can still use the 6” blade.  New regulations also state that all street signs must use upper and lower case letters (our street signs are all upper case).  Councilman Atkinson asked if we had to replace all of our signs, to which Mr. Ammons replied that it would only be required if we had to replace an of our signs.  Mayor Pro-Tem Atkinson asked if this money would replace any missing signs, to which Mr. Ammons replied it was only for new signs.  Mr. Ammons plans to ask the CTC to fund more signs.  Mr. Ammons will talk with Council members later regarding any misspelled signs they have seen.  Mayor Pro-Tem Atkinson and Councilman Atkinson asked about the 2 bids that were for the exact same amount, which is highly unusual, to which Mr. Ammons replied that the State amount has to be publicized and anyone can see it.  Councilman Ralph Atkinson commented that historically we’ve tried to accommodate the bid to the local bidder and asked Mr. Ammons his opinion on this bid.  Mr. Ammons recommended that we keep the business in the County.  Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to accept the bid of $3,208.93 from Hi-Tec Signs, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ronald Atkinson; motion carried.
The next item on the agenda is to approve the 1 Cent Capital Sales Tax Projects.  Mayor Berry asked for Mr. Ammons’ recommendations on the projects that had been presented.  Mr. Ammons commented that all of the projects presented as far back as 2010 were great projects and he knew that it would be a tough decision.  In talking with the consultants who have been through the Penny Sales Tax before, Mr. Ammons feels that we should come up with a plan to attack the drainage system for the entire City and we if do that, we would need to hire engineers to do a study and see what needs to be done and where.  We are going to do the four areas that were discussed and two of them will definitely take care of the problem; the other two could still have problems.  Council can add more if they choose to do so.  Mayor Pro-Tem Atkinson commented that it might be better spend money to get an engineer so we will know what is going to work.  Mr. Ammons stated that the City has to sell the projects to everybody in the City and County; the County, Mullins, Nichols will also have projects.  Councilman Atkinson asked Mr. Ammons for his recommendation to which Mr. Ammons responded that if we were going to do just one project and to get the most for the money (2.8 million) it would be Wellness and Fitness.   We actually need to hire an engineer to do a hydra study on the entire city to tell us exactly what we need to do regarding drainage.  Councilman Baker inquired as to why, since drainage was a problem all over the City, why didn’t we look at trying to take all the City in and see what the drainage problems instead of bringing us part of that.  Mr. Ammons responded that the first thing we need to do is hire an engineer to do a study and until we do that we can’t bring good information on where to spend.  Ninety percent of our storm drains belong to DOT, 90 percent  of our streets are State streets and we definitely need to look to DOT for assistance.  Councilman Davis asked Mr. Ammons what he thought about the feasibility of 
taking some of the money we are talking about spending and have the study done.  That study is more important to the City of Marion than anything we have talked about to alleviate our drainage problems.  Councilman Davis stated that we could include that on the 1 percent and even if we don’t get the 1 percent, we have something to present to ask for a loan to get our drainage system up to par.  Councilman Davis further stated that is why we need to spend that money on an engineer to come here and give us some guidance, rather than spending money on recreation right now.  Councilman Atkinson agreed with Councilman Davis.  Mayor Pro-Tem Atkinson recommended getting some pricing on it, because it is going to be very pricey.  Mr. Ammons stated that we need to decide now, unless we want to schedule a special meeting, as the deadline is March 1st and we will need about a week to get the documents together.  If you schedule a special meeting, Mr. Ammons will bring back more information on what an engineer would charge for a hydra study for the entire City.  Mayor Berry stated that he is prepared to vote tonight.  Councilman Atkinson commented that the 1Cent Capital Sales Tax Projects may not pass and we have the money sitting in the bank and if we can address this issue and, even though not on the agenda, Councilman Atkinson would be willing to make a motion to authorize the Mayor and Administrator to inquire and get bids for hydra study and then we can take action on that based on the money we have in the bank.  Councilman Atkinson further commented that we all realize this has to go to a referendum before the citizens; not only our projects, but Mullins, Nichols, Sellers and the County.  Based on the information from the consultants and the Administrator, we should go ahead and approve this Project (1) for $2.8 million and let that be on the referendum and we go ahead and take action at the next Council meeting and address the drainage problem.  We don’t have to wait on a referendum, we can address that now.  Councilman Davis stated that he had attended the County meetings on this as well and the consultants did not say the City of Marion should move forward on recreation.  They stated it was the Council’s decision on what projects they put forward (and at the Council meeting Dr. DeMarco attended, he concurred with what Councilman Davis asked him) and whatever they put forward would be what the Committee considered.  The Committee will consider the way we prioritize; if we put (1) for the drainage problem, that is what they will consider first and if we have any money left, they will consider recreation or whatever it is we’re trying to do.  Councilman Davis stated that what he is saying is that we need to spend money and should have done it a long time ago when we started having these drainage problems, on a study to find out exactly what we need to do to alleviate our problems, and this problem is all over the City of Marion.  Mr. Ammons commented that we could submit two projects to which Mayor Berry commented that then the likelihood of getting any of it is getting shot down as we are not likely to get the total of $4 million.  Mr. Ammons responded that we may not get but one, but we can submit both and recommends that if we submit the drainage project that we include the amount for the study of the entire City by an engineer.  What we need to get across to the public is that if we get the $1.8 million, it is not going to fix the entire City, it is only going to fix the 4 areas we talked about.  Mayor Berry stated that there would have to be a Special Meeting because this has to be presented March 1.  Councilman Baker commented that it is more important if it goes before a referendum that the citizens know it’s not going to cover just those 4 areas, it’s going to be a City-wide area.  Everyone saw Councilman Davis’ pictures and it’s all over the City, and it’s not just to put a bandage on some parts of the City.  Councilman Baker further commented that drainage is important to everybody sitting in 
here.  Ms. Doris Brown, one of Councilman Baker’s constituents, has called numerous times about water standing in that particular area right off Georgetown Street and there some other areas throughout his district which Councilman Davis has pictures of.  Drainage is important to these people and Councilman Baker feels this is more important to them.  Mr. Ammons stated that there would need to be a Special Meeting to get the actual figures.  At this time, Councilman Atkinson withdrew his motion.  Mr. Ammons stated that when we send it in, it ‘s going to have to be exact figures, because when we ask for a certain amount, if the cost is actually higher, then the City will be responsible for the balance.  The ballot is going to say Drainage Project, City of Marion – Hydra Study X number of dollars, Victor & Blue Street $350,000 and so on; everything has to be specific as to the location of the work.  Mr. Ammons commented that we need to get together and get it like Council wants it so we can approve it and send it in.  Mayor Berry inquired if there was enough time to which Mr. Ammons replied that we would make it work.  Mr. Ammons will call Alliance for their response and will notify Council and the newspaper of the date and time of the Special Meeting.
Regarding Amending the City of Marion Capital Items and Projects List, Mr. Ammons stated that this was the list that was approved some time back and we’ve been doing some repairs to the gym and upgrade computers.  As we discussed last month, we need to get another piece of playground equipment for Grice’s.  Also we had the repairs on the trackhoe and the sweeper, which we had refurbished, but on the engine chassis the computer went out.  It’s at Carolina International in Florence with an estimate of $4,000.  Mr. Ammons recommends that Council use some of our remaining funds left over from the roofing, which is about $13,499.  When we switched the money around and deleted the boom mower to do some repairs on the tracks on the trackhoe and gives a us a surplus of $13,449.  To do the trackhoe, street sweeper and playground equipment at Grice’s would come up to $10,330.91.  Mayor Berry commented that this would be done without spending any extra money, also that the maintenance on the street sweeper was tremendous, but when it isn’t working, the citizens will surely let you know.  Councilman Davis made a motion to allow Mr. Ammons to move forward with the trackhoe repairs and the street sweeper and the playground equipment.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Atkinson; motion carried.
Mr. Ammons stated that Councilman Davis sent a letter to the auditor and copied him on it, concerning invoices when there was potential conflict.  Mr. Ammons researched this and found this was practice started when Mr. Anderson was City Administrator and our then counsel, Kenneth Davis, apparently did not bring anything before Council.  Mr. Ammons spoke with Attorney Lee to get this matter rectified for times when there was some type of conflict.  Councilman Baker stated that according our ordinance, why wasn’t that brought before Council after Mr. Ammons talked with the City Attorney and that proposal be brought before Council and then an ordinance be drawn up.  Councilman Atkinson responded that Council had not met since Mr. Ammons received the letter.  Attorney Lee reiterated that this was the first meeting since Mr. Davis had sent the letter to the auditor and copied it to Mr. Ammons and himself.  Mayor Pro-Tem Atkinson responded that the only time this had come up was when Bob Anderson was here and he had addressed it before Mr. Ammons came on board.  Councilman Davis commented that the auditor agreed that we did not have a policy; that he is not questioning what the Mayor was or was not doing, he’s questioning 
what was not done as a Council.  There was nothing in place until Councilman Davis questioned the auditor and she wrote back saying that we did not have a policy.   Councilman Atkinson commented that he appreciated Councilman Davis’ due diligence in catching it and the question now is how do we correct it.
Councilman Atkinson thinks Ordinance 12-02 will correct this problem.   Attorney Lee thinks it will correct it as in essence it’s only in a conflict of interest, which does not infringe on the Mayor Pro-Tem in situations that deal with absences, emergencies or death.  Our Ordinances already deal with that and in those instances the Mayor Pro-Tem immediately takes on the duties of Mayor, as Mr. Davis did at the passing of Mayor Gerald.  This is only limited to times when there is conflict of interest, either familial or business relationships and the Mayor must notify the Treasurer in writing,  for documentation purposes.  Councilman Davis stated that in the Ordinance Book - Section 1-3023,  Introduction of Ordinances – An Ordinance may be proposed by any member of Council, and that is what Mr. Baker was alluding to, this should have been done in a meeting by a member of this Council asking for a proposed Ordinance to be done.  Once that has happened, and Councilman Davis does not know whether the Clerk has read through the Ordinance or not; the Ordinance reads An Ordinance may be proposed by any member of Council; a proposed Ordinance shall be referred to the City Attorney as to form.  The City Attorney shall render assistance in the preparations of a notice of Ordinances.  After the Ordinance is the proper form, the City Attorney shall send the Ordinance to the City Clerk to be held for public inspection.   Councilman Davis stated that we seem to go about our business in a roundabout way, rather than the way it should be done and is not harping on us for not knowing or not doing; we just need to do it right.  Councilman Davis stated that the Mayor and Auditor think the most logical person would be the Administrator, but under our Mayor-Council form of government, works directly under the Mayor for day-to-day activities operations and the Mayor indicates to the Administrator what he should or should not do and how he should go about doing it; that is the Mayor’s job.  Councilman Davis inquired as to why not have the Mayor Pro-Tem designated, as it’s not an everyday thing to have someone approve something that may be a conflict to the Mayor.  If we allow the Mayor Pro-Tem to initial the invoices, it takes the Administrator off the hook, because he wouldn’t have to worry about a Council member questioning him as to what the Mayor told him to do.   Attorney Lee responded in talking with Patricia he found that the Mayor never sees any of it, and coupled with the recommendation of the auditor, is why it was drafted that way.  It is certainly the Council’s decision to have the Mayor Pro–Tem sign any invoices that are a conflict of interest.  Councilman Baker stated that he had the same question and also a Resolution to send it to the Ethics Commission and let them decide.  Mayor Berry responded that they could give an opinion, but it would be this Council who decides what’s best for the City of Marion.  Mayor Berry inquired as to whether any action could be taken tonight.  Attorney Lee commented that Mr. Davis is right, what has to happen now is that a member of Council has to propose it and we can make the Resolution match whatever the Council brings forward.  At that time councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to recommend an Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances  for General Provisions to Authorization of Expenditures and Approval of Bills, something similar to what was presented in our packets, and authorize the Mayor Pro-Tem moving forward, when there is a conflict of interest with the Mayor, Council authorize the Mayor Pro-Tem to authorize any expenditure approval of bills when there is a conflict of one or more vendors, by virtue of family or business relationship, instead of the Administrator, and bring that before us at the next meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Davis; motion carried.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT


Regarding the Police Department Policy on vehicle searches,  Mr. Ammons stated that this straight from the Municipal Association and we use their model policy for the Police Department for a couple of years or more.  It was reviewed by our Attorney at the time and was found in order.  This is a recommendation on GPS devices without a search warrant.  Our Attorney has approved it and Mr. Ammons’ recommendation is that we approve this policy to be placed in our Police Department Policy Manual.  Councilman Baker made a motion to approve the policy, seconded by Councilman Davis; motion carried.


Mr. Ammons asked to Council be aware that vehicle expenses in every department is up to about 80%.  It is possible there may have to be some adjustments made to the budget sometime in the future.


Mr. Ammons has researched the back entrance at Thomas Trailer Park and it is private property.  If Council so desires, Mr. Ammons stated that the owners can be contacted about closing off the back entrance.  There will be some hazard with the AWS truck needing to back up, but they would be willing to accommodate us.  Mr. Ammons commented Council could discuss it tonight or it can be put on the agenda for next month.  Mayor Berry asked that Mr. Ammons contact the owners before Council discussed it.


GSWSA is doing some fire hydrant repairs and there is a list of water shut-downs in Council’s packets.  The slip line on North Main Street and Jones Avenue has been extended down Main Street to Liberty Street and down Jones Avenue to Walnut Street.


Mr. Billy Thompson from the Recreation Department was named January Employee of the Month and presented with a gift certificate.

CITY ATTORNEY’S LEGAL UPDATE



City Attorney Robert Lee stated that the update will be taken up in Executive Session.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS



All departmental reports are sent in the Council’s packets.


Councilman Davis stated that everything he was going to mention about the City Audit was brought up when Mr. Atkinson brought up the fact about the letters; he received one tonight and the auditors also received one.  He thanked the auditors for responding to his request about his concerns.  Councilman Davis feels that we have now corrected the problem we were having in not following our Ordinances and guidelines.



As for The City/County Business, Councilman Davis stated that is not what he asked to be put on the Agenda; he asked that the City/County Dispute be put on the Agenda.  He commented that maybe it 
was a typo to which Mayor Berry responded that it was not a typo and as long as he was Mayor we won’t put dispute on there, as he doesn’t know of the dispute to which Councilman Davis is referring so he will not use that negative language on a piece of paper when we have industrial prospects that look at this.  Councilman Davis asked Mr. Ammons to pass out a handout.  Councilman Davis commented that today (at MASC) there was a discussion on the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and that as a Council Member he has the right to inform the public as to anything that is public information.  Councilman Davis stated that Mayor Berry just told everyone here (and wants this reflected in the minutes) that he said “as long as he’s Mayor it would not be placed on the Agenda”.  Mayor Berry again stated that the word dispute will not be placed on our Agenda.  Councilman Davis commented that the Agreement between the Mayor and the Attorneys says “Dispute Between the City Marion and Marion County”.  Mayor Berry commented this was also voted on by Council, at which time, Councilman Davis asked Mayor Berry to let him finish.  Mayor Berry responded that he would interrupt Councilman Davis when he was talking nonsense.  Mayor Berry gaveled down the audience in order to continue.  Councilman Davis replied “Oh, I’m nonsense now?” Mayor Berry replied that the council had a part in this as well.  The Mayor again gaveled down the audience in order to continue.  Mayor Berry continued that this is an agreement the Council made, you can’t single out the Mayor when the Council made the agreement to employ this group.  Mayor Berry stated that Councilman Davis told half-truths and for 3 years he had been listening to half-truths.  Councilman Davis questioned the Mayor as the whether or not he told half-truths.  He went on to say that Mayor Barbara Hopkins of Sellers, in the presence of Mrs. Gregg and 3 Sellers Council Members, told him that Mayor Berry had said Councilman Davis was the hold up for the equipment and that’s a lie.  Mayor Berry responded by asking “are you not the holdup?”  Mayor Berry said, “Did I not say here, any equipment that we had left, let’s get it over to Sellers?”  Councilman Davis asked Mayor Berry to let him finish.  Mayor Berry responded that we’re not going to hear just half-truths.  Councilman Davis commented that he called Mr. Ammons and put his phone on speaker so that the Mayor, her Council members, Mrs. Gregg and everyone standing there could here his answer.  His answer was that he had not taken the equipment up yet.  Councilman Davis further commented that Mayor Berry told her that he (Councilman Davis) was the hold-up to which Mayor Berry responded that we could go back to the minutes and what he told her (Mayor Hopkins) was what was in the minutes and the minutes will verify it.  Councilman Davis then stated that here it says Subject Matter:  Dispute Between the City of Marion and Marion County.  Mrs. Gregg is our Chaplain and during this discussion she asked, and it’s in the minutes so it’s public information, that we think and talk about this because it could cause harm between the County and the City.   Councilman Davis stated that he would not be a part of this because we haven’t had an opportunity to talk to the County Council members.  They are elected and we are elected and the Mayor does not make policy for the City of Marion, nor does the Attorney or the Adminstrator;  that is the job of the 6 people here plus the Mayor.  Mr. Davis further stated that we were denied the opportunity to talk to the County Council elected officials and the Mayor and the Atkinsons voted on this, not all the Council, to hire an attorney to look into the County about some things about the landfill.  Councilman Davis ran this by the Ethics Commission and an attorney (without calling the City’s name).  He stated that this is information that can be publicized to the public so they will know that Bobby Davis did not take part in this to cause confusion in the County, this 
will be distributed to them.  Mrs. Hazelwood indicated to Councilman Davis that there was nothing unethical about doing this and the attorney in class stated that once it was done, it could be released to public.  Councilman Davis wants the public to know that we hastily hired attorneys Mr. Mike Battle and Ms. Vaught at $215/ hour, Mr. James Battle at $125/hr and Mr.  Kurt Battle $110/hr and paying 25 cents per photo copy for something we probably wouldn’t have to go to these attorneys for in the first place; we could have gone and talked to them.  Councilman Davis stated that he had spoken with some of them and they would be willing to sit down and talk to us.  That’s why Councilman Davis said the dispute between the City of Marion and Marion County was going to hurt us in the community and in fact it already has.

ACCOUNTABILITY OF CITY OFFICIALS/COMMENTS FROM CITY COUNCIL  AND MAYOR


Councilman Michael Baker had no comment at this time



Mayor Pro-Tem Ronald Atkinson had no comment at this time.


Councilman Bobby Davis had no comment at this time.



Councilman Ralph Atkinson had no comment at this time.



Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson had no comment at this time.



Councilwoman Odessa Gregg had no comment at this time.



Mayor Berry stated that he works on a daily basis with the County Council and has very close relationship with them.  He and the County Administrator speak 3 times a day.  This has not hurt relations and had we not made this move, the citizens of Marion would be getting a tax hike because we would have to find somewhere to take this trash.  Mayor Berry commented that is why he says half-truths, this has not hurt us one bit.  What hurts is economic development when “dispute” is posted.  You can look anywhere and you will not see “dispute” on anybody’s paper.  Mayor Berry further stated, “I have sat here for 3 years and have heard it time and time again and I’ve identified the divisive person.  It’s simply, whether you like it or not, the divisive person sits directly to my right and I’ve seen it time and time again and I’ll be frank with you, folks have just about had enough of it. So that’s where I stand on that.”  Mayor Berry went on to say he had some good things to say and one is the College Career Day to be held at C.D. Joyner on March 13th and 14th.  Coastal Carolina, Francis Marion and Florence-Darlington TEC will participate, along with branches of Military.  All 11th and 12th graders in Marion County will be invited to attend this unprecedented event.  Mayor Berry commented that the Runfest would be the last Saturday of the month.  Several City employees will be running in various events.  Thursday Night Live returns every Thursday in March.  On March 8th,  Blues Legend Drink Small will be performing and will be a big event for us.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS



Mr. Joe Frazier addressed Council on the subject of unity and stated that at the moment he did not see it.  Mr. Frazier wants to know why the City would not support Ms. Stacie Davis, who is local,  in her efforts to bring a beauty pageant to Marion County, when they would pay $8,000 to Ric Flair and he didn’t do anything for Marion.  Mr. Frazier applauds the City for the Black History Month Resolution, but we shouldn’t need a Resolution for that, it’s all over the world and should be automatic.  Mr. Frazier commented on the 
Black History display and that it looks good, but on the other hand, this month we are having a re-enactment of the Civil War (a comment was made that it was the Revolutionary War)  Mr. Frazier asked if was this month or next month to which Mayor Berry responded that it was this month, but this was not a question and answer session, Council was just here to listen.  Mr. Frazier went on to say that on one hand you praise us and on the other hand you slap us in the face; we only got one month and Francis Marion was a slave owner and fought for slavery.  It’s not right and that’s not unity, so let’s be fair about it.  Mr. Frazier commented that every time you come in here and ask the Attorney what he has to say and he says “nothing” and we’ll discuss in Executive Session.  For instance, the case with one of Councilman Atkinson’s constituents that had gone on for over a year and was sent to Mullins; we never heard any more about that and it’s public information, whether you won or lost the case.   Getting back to Ms. Davis, SHE Magazine left Marion and went to Florence and that is not helping Marion.  Give Ms. Davis something, that $500 offered was slap in the face when Mr. Davis wanted to give her $2,500.  Give our people something and help her promote her program.  It was done for Fred Gause and you can do it for her because she is going to put Marion on the map.  Mayor Berry gaveled down the commotion in the audience.  Mr. Frazier finished by again asking the City to give the young lady something because it will benefit Marion in the long run and he sees no unity.  Mayor Berry thanked Mr. Frazier for his time.


Mrs. Melia Berry was present to address  Council regarding SHE Magazine.  Mrs. Berry stated that this issue should have been addressed around 3 years ago, but at the request of Mayor Berry she has waited until now, to the detriment of her business.  From the very first meeting after Rodney became Mayor, she has been questioned many times from people on the street wanting to know why she (Melia Berry) was getting checks from the City of Marion.  Mrs. Berry stated that this is the first Council meeting she has ever attended and does not watch on TV as she finds it repulsive, but with some investigating and reviewing, finds that her business has been brought up frequently.  Mrs.  Berry commented that she had worked very hard and sees her business as ministry that brings the word of God to her readers.  Mrs. Berry respects that there are policies, but it’s been 3 years and not pointing fingers at anybody, but pointing fingers at everybody, and the question is why hasn’t something been done about this before now.  If there is a question about the validity of the City doing business with Mrs. Berry’s business, it should not take 3 years to rectify.  It is very offensive to Mrs. Berry for people ask why she, as the Mayor’s wife, is getting a check from the City, when SHE Magazine is a legitimate business, that is used for advertising to promote events in this City, simply because someone recognized that SHE Magazine is the most popular publication in this area, blessed by God, full of hundreds of advertisements every month and it works.  That is why advertising is purchased, not a favor to Mrs. Berry.  Mrs. Berry commented “Please don’t take this as arrogance, but I don’t need the City to buy an ad from me.  I’m very grateful that they do, because I appreciate and depend on every advertiser we have because SHE Magazine is a free publication, but I don’t need the City to a buy a little ad from me every now and then, to make it.  I would never resort to anything unethical or immoral because I answer to a higher power and it’s not the City.  I’m here to tell you my business deserves the respect that the Morning News or any other business deserves.  Because I happen to have been married to Rodney Berry for the 10 years that I built this publication, does not make it okay for my business to be picked or slandered.”  Mrs. Berry asked Council work 
together to resolve whatever the issue is because she has worked too hard to stand by and let her personal reputation and the reputation of her business be harmed.  Mrs. Berry ended by thanking Council for their time.

Ms. Liz Young addressed Council by stating that each business on Main Street would like to know how they could obtain money from Council to run their business also, because they would like a piece of the money too, and if we have to have ministries, we’ve got some ministries down there too.  Ms. Young would like it corrected tonight, what is Marion Francis (Francis Marion) all about. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION



With no further discussion, Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss contractual matters regarding Receipt of Commercial Property, Marion County 911 Agreement and Marion County Fire Protection Agreement, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Atkinson; motion carried.


Councilman Davis stated that they were moving into Executive Session and would like to say, for the record, “This has been the most divisive Mayor that we have ever in the City of Marion and in addition to that, he was just in a lawsuit deposition last Friday for firing Chief Smith.  That is what has divided our City. He’s divisive, not Bobby Davis.”



Mayor Berry stated that there was no action taken during Executive Session.



Councilwoman Atkinson made a motion to enter Open Session, seconded by Councilman 

Ralph Atkinson; motion carried.



Mr. Ammons recommends the 1st reading of the Ordinance and it’s appropriate to authorize an attorney to do a title search of the property.   Councilwoman Atkinson made a motion to accept the 1st reading of the Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Baker; motion carried.



Mr. Ammons asked that Council allow him to send the County Administrator a letter concerning the 911 Agreement, say the City of Marion understands that we will pay the $45,000 aid to radio system, with the caveat that it’s only 2 more payments, which will expire August 2013.  Councilman Baker made a motion to accept Mr. Ammons’ request, seconded by Councilwoman Atkinson; motion carried.



Regarding the Fire Protection Agreement, Mr. Ammons recommended that Council accept the $83,000, we do have the language in there and will give this to Ms. Jones so that it will be a permanent part of the record when it comes back, that the County understands it is an inadequate fee system and needs to be corrected.  Councilman Baker made a motion to accept Mr. Ammons’ recommendation, seconded by Councilman Davis; motion carried.


Mr. Ammons asked for a motion from Council to give all three pieces of the old playground equipment at Watsonia to the Town of Sellers.  Councilwoman Atkinson made the motion, seconded by Councilman Davis; motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT



With no further discussion, Councilman Baker made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Atkinson; motion carried.

______________________________

____________________________

Mayor Rodney Berry




City Clerk Pam Jones








Taped January 10, 2012
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