Minutes of Marion City Council
Regular Meeting
August 11, 2009 – 6:30 P.M.

A regular meeting was held by City Council on August 11, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:30 P.M. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell, and Betsy Atkinson were all in attendance. Also present were Mr. Bob Anderson, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, City Attorney Kenneth Davis, Chief Willie Smith, Mr. Mike Shall, Mr. Ronnie Sanders, Mr. Frank Page, Mr. Leonard Fore and various other citizens.

Mayor Rodney Berry called the meeting to order and Mr. Fred Gause gave the opening prayer. Mr. Bob Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance and Mayor Berry welcomed all guests and press.  
Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting on July 14, 2009, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson with no corrections.  

A Resolution of Appreciation was presented to Judge Joe M. Cox for his services as Municipal Judge for the City of Marion until the vacancy of Judge William H. Seals, Jr. was filled. 

Ms. Cheryl Holloway was present to request the use of Watsonia Recreation Center to administer health screenings for the National Kidney Foundation on September 12, 2009. Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried.

Ms. Lakisha Allen, a member of the Now Faith Apostolic Church, was present to request use of the old high school gym to host a Back to School Fest for the youth on September 5, 2009 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried. 

Ms. Fannie Mason was present to request use of the city pool for an AKA Youth Event on August 14, 2009. Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker, and carried. 
Mayor Pro Tem Ralph Atkinson requested to allow the Mayor and Administrator to handle these citizen requests outside of Council to make it easier on the citizens. Councilman Bobby Davis stated that the city ordinance would have to be revised to allow these requests to be handled without council approval. Mayor Berry requested to add this item to next month’s council agenda.   


Mr. Fred Gause was present to address Council about his upcoming Youth Empowerment Day to be held on Saturday, August 22, 2009. He gave an update of the events and requested that council approve a proclamation for the event. Councilman Michael Baker made motion to approve the proclamation, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried. 
Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to appoint Ms. Rocki Flowers to the Housing Authority Committee, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson, and carried.

Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to appoint Attorney Phillip Atkinson to the Planning/Zoning Committee to replace the vacancy of Judge Patricia Speth, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson, and carried.

Mr. Bob Anderson presented information about the Energy Plan for Local Governments. He requested a motion to adopt the Energy Plan and appoint an energy team that would consist of himself, Chief Alan Ammons, and a member of Council. Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to approve the Energy Policy and appoint Councilman Bobby Davis to serve on the energy team along with Mr. Bob Anderson and Chief Alan Ammons, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried. 

Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to adopt a Reasonable Disability Accommodation Policy for CDBG Grant and ADA requirements, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell.

Administrator’s Reports: 


Mr. Bob Anderson stated that a new police car was purchased under the highway patrol program. Chief Smith commented that he went to Columbia to view the vehicles and was able to choose 2 vehicles for the price of one, which gave a $6,500 savings. Mr. Bob Anderson also stated that a grant in the amount of $50,006 was received to purchase police department tasers. 
Mr. Anderson commented that the city’s new Grant Writer, Mrs. Diane Owens, is currently searching for other grants for the police department. He also gave an update on the Paint the Town Grant and stated that one home is completed and four (4) others will be completed. Mr. Anderson also provided details about a Department of Energy Grant that is available for heating and air efficiency. In closing he stated that a Disaster Mitigation Plan is needed. 
Departmental Reports:


Chief Smith gave an update of a recent shooting at the Marion Huddle House which left one dead and four others hospitalized. He stated that the Police Department is investigating the case along with SLED, and a surveillance tape has been provided. He also commented that City of Marion has hired its first Hispanic officer who has graduated from the police academy and is a great addition to police department. Mr. Bob Anderson commented on the Foxwatch Committee and stated that the next meeting will be held on August 18, 2009.   
Public Comments:

Mr. William Campbell was present to address council regarding community issues. He commented that the citizens who live on the South end of Marion feel that there are no changes being made to benefit them.  Mr. Campbell addressed the lack of jobs and crime in the City of Marion. He also commented on the recent city election results and the H.C. Graham Estate; and, stated that he would like to see recognition of Councilman Bobby Davis as being the first African American to serve as Mayor in the City of Marion.
Comments from City Council:

Councilman Bobby Davis spoke on accountability of city officials. He commented on the MASC Annual meeting that was held in Hilton Head SC, and shared information from the various workshops he attended.   
Councilwomen Poiette Bromell and Betsy Atkinson thanked the City of Marion for the opportunity to attend the MASC Annual Meeting. 
Comments from Mayor Berry:
Mayor Berry commented about the city providing funds to committees and stated that receipts should be required. He also commented about the new Grant Writer, Mrs. Diane Owens. 

Hearing no further business, motion was to go into executive session to discuss a grievance decision and a contractual matter. 
Returning from executive session, Mayor Berry stated that there was no action taken. Mr. Bob Anderson stated that the City of Marion has been contacted by Ashbritt Environmental who would like to contract with the City of Marion and Marion County for disaster relief. Councilwoman Bromell made a motion to accept this contract, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis, and carried.
Hearing no further business, Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis.

_________________________


   ___________________________

Rodney Berry, Mayor 


    
   Lakesha Y. Shannon, City Clerk








   Taped:  August 11, 2009
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