Minutes of Marion City Council
Regular Meeting
May 12, 2009 – 6:30 P.M.

A regular meeting was held by Marion City Council on May 12, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:30 P.M. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell, and Betsy Atkinson were all in attendance. Also present were Mr. Bob Anderson, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik, City Attorney Kenneth Davis, Chief Alan Ammons, Chief Willie Smith, Mr. Frank Page, Mr. Mike Shall, Mr. Ronnie Sanders, Mr. Darrel Best, Mr. Dennis Brown, and Assistant Fire Chief Trey Cooper, Mr. Chuck Wiegert and various other citizens.

Mr. Naeem McFadden from the Star & Enterprise was in attendance to represent the press.


Mayor Rodney Berry called the meeting to order and gave the opening prayer. Mr. Bob Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Berry then welcomed all guests and press. 

Mayor Berry made a motion to amend the agenda to move item #16 to executive session and to swear in the council members before proceeding with the agenda. Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to approve the agenda amendment, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis. 


City Attorney Kenneth Davis swore in Councilman Michael Baker and Councilwoman Poiette Bromell for a new four year term.

Councilman Michael Baker made motion to approve the minutes of April 14, 2009, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried. 

Councilman Ronald Atkinson made a motion to elect Councilman Ralph Atkinson as Mayor Pro tem, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson. Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to re-elect Bobby Davis as Mayor Pro tem, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker. Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to close the nominations. Council members Ronald, Ralph and Betsy Atkinson all voted in favor of Ralph Atkinson as Mayor Pro tem. Council members Poiette Bromell, Michael Baker, and Bobby Davis voted in favor of Bobby Davis as Mayor Pro tem. Having a tie, Mayor Berry voted in favor of Ralph Atkinson, and motion carried to elect Councilman Ralph Atkinson as Mayor Pro tem.

Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to approve a resolution of appreciation for Mrs. Beulah Taylor Bradley, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell. Councilman Michael Baker presented the Resolution of Appreciation to the family of Ms. Beulah Taylor Bradley. Mr. Bradley expressed his appreciation to Council for the resolution honoring his late wife.
Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to approve a resolution of appreciation for Little Miss Elizabeth Smoak, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson. Mayor Rodney Berry presented a Resolution of Appreciation to Little Miss Elizabeth Smoak for being crowned Wee Miss South Carolina 2008.

Mr. Harvey Mathies from the Municipal Association presented information to Council regarding employee health insurance changes for the upcoming fiscal year. He highlighted the rates for common health and wellness benefits as well as rate and plan changes. He stated that rates will increase 8% this coming year, and the $200/deductible plan will be eliminated on July 1, 2009. He gave detailed information on several other health insurance items.  

Mr. Fred Gause with Marion County Karate School presented information to council regarding his upcoming event, Still Rising. He highlighted his proposed events for the program as well as his projected budget. He stated that he would like to promote tourism by giving the attendees a glimpse of the City of Marion. He requested $4,150 from the City of Marion to help with this event. He stated that his martial arts program is free to all participates, and classes are held on Tuesday and Thursday from 6:00 – 8:00 PM at Grice’s Recreation Center. Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to accept the request as presented by Mr. Fred Gause, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell.
          Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to adopt A Resolution Authorizing the City of Marion Identity Theft, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson. City Attorney Kenneth Davis suggested that this resolution be presented as an ordinance to meet legal guidelines. Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to amend his motion to give 1st reading as an ordinance, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried.
          Council scheduled a budget workshop for Tuesday, May 16 at 6:30 PM. A draft budget will be provided to Council prior to the workshop.
            Mr. Chuck Wiegert gave an update on the Foxtrot Festival which will be held on May 15-16, 2009.

          Mr. Mike Shall requested to transfer within his budget $9,400 and $3,600 from the insurance line item to make necessary equipment repairs. Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made a motion to approve this funds transfer request, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson. 

           Mr. Frank Page requested to transfer funds and accept the low bid for air condition repairs at C.D. Joyner Auditorium. A motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker to approve this request.

Mr. Bob Anderson presented his administrator’s report which included the city website. The site will be 70% attractive to tourism and can be implemented in 12 weeks.  There is a total of $9,414 needed for this project. Mr. Kenneth Davis requested to waive any action on this item until after executive session so that he can provide legal support. Mr. Anderson also commented on services provided to citizens such as grass cutting. These issues will be addressed next week.

Ms. Liz Young was present to address council. Ms. Young feels that the City of Marion has overlooked local business owners and that the downtown businesses need to be promoted. She also commented about the Foxtrot Festival as it pertains to business owners. Ms. Young also commented that property owners should keep their grass trimmed, and that City of Marion codes should be updated.

Mr. Ed Mason was present to address council regarding business development in the City of Marion. He commented about how the current economic situation has affected the businesses in the City of Marion, and also addressed inadequate parking for businesses on Main Street. He also commented on an economic development issue.

Ms. Janell Davis was present to address council regarding recreation department policies. She states that there is less participation by children with the recreation programs and suggests that other activities besides sports be offered. She would like to see the recreation advisory committee reestablished, and more positive activities provided. 

Ms. Pamela McRae was present to address council regarding city council. She expressed her opinion pertaining to separation between the City Council and the City of Marion, as well as race relations and other issues.  

Mr. Layman Stephens was not present to address council regarding neighborhood violence. There was no action taken on this item. 


Councilman Bobby Davis thanked the city employees for working together during the loss of the late Mayor Bobby Gerald. He commented that the City of Marion must come together to accomplish goals, and to build better race relations between the city employees as well as the citizens of Marion. He stated that even without the title of Mayor Pro tem, he will continue to speak up and do what is right for all the citizens of the City of Marion and hopes that there will be no further divide in the City of Marion. He also commented that businesses are hesitant to locate in the City of Marion because of racial issues. He also commented about a transaction between the city and SHE Magazine.
Comments from City Council:


Councilman Baker requested to meet with Mr. Bob Anderson.

Councilwoman Poiette Bromell commented on the swearing in of Mayor Berry and Councilwoman Atkinson, and expressed that she was not pleased and very hurt by the way it was handled. She stated that there was not proper notification. Councilman Davis commented that there was never separate swearing in ceremonies for council members. Mayor Berry apologized to Councilwoman Bromell for this miscommunication.
Mayor Rodney Berry commented on the Paint the Town Grant and a letter from Judy Johnson requesting the use of the Opera House on June 2, 2009. Councilman Bobby Davis made motion to approve request for the Opera House, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson. He also commented on the Marion County Council meeting and the National Day of Prayer. 

Hearing no further business, Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to go into executive session for an update on the lawsuit, discuss personnel issues, and receive legal advice regarding the city website. Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson.

Returning from executive session, Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made a motion to reconvene the regular meeting, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson. There was no action on the items during executive session.  Mr. Bob Anderson recommended that the City of Marion sign enter into the contract with VC3 for the City website not to exceed $9,414. Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to accept this recommendation, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell, and carried.

Hearing no further business, Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Bromell.
_________________________


   ___________________________

Rodney Berry, Mayor 


    
   Lakesha Y. Shannon, City Clerk








   Taped:  May 12, 2009

