Minutes of Marion City Council
Regular Meeting 
February 10, 2009 – 6:30 P.M.
A regular meeting was held by City Council on January 13, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:30 P.M. over which Mayor Bobby Gerald presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Mayor Pro tem Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell and Ronald Davis were all in attendance. Also present were Chief Alan Ammons, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik, Chief Willie Smith, City Attorney Kenneth Davis, Mr. Frank Page, Mr. Mike Shall, Mr. Dennis Brown, Mr. Ronnie Sanders and various other citizens. 
There was no representation from the press.
Mayor Gerald called the regular meeting to order and Chief Smith gave the opening prayer. Mayor Gerald welcomed all guest and press. Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to approve the minutes of the public hearing and regular council meeting on January 10, 2009, seconded by Councilman Ronald Davis with no corrections. Councilman Baker also made a motion to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on January 27, 2009, seconded by Councilman Ronald Davis with no corrections. 
Mr. Chuck Wiegert provided information on the upcoming Francis Marion Memorial Day Wreath Ceremony that will be held in the City of Marion on February 27, 2009 at 9:00 A.M. Councilman Ronald Davis made a motion to approve a Resolution for Francis Marion Memorial Day, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried.  
Chief Alan Ammons requested authorization from Council to hire an architect to create a design plan of the new fire department substation their review. There are 40 days left of the 120 days required to submit this plan. USDA will provide $15,000 and the City will need to provide $5,000. Mayor Gerald and Chief Ammons will present this information to County Council at their next meeting and request assistance. County Council will be presented with a proposal to provide $36,000 over a 3 year period ($12,000 per year). They will be allowed to house ambulances at the new fire station. There are plans to have the County remove the railroad track, the Highway Department to furnish pipe and Marco Rural Water Company to help with the water lines. Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to allow Chief Ammons to proceed with hiring an architect to complete the design plan, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried.
Council discussed information provided to them by Mr. Rudy Curtis at the special meeting held on January 27, 2009 regarding the C&D Landfill.  Given all the facts and options provided to them, Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to close the C&D Landfill, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried. A submission must be provided to DHEC by February 29, 2009 advising of the City’s decision to close the landfill.
Mayor Pro tem Davis commented on several issues. He announced that the City has hired a City Administrator, Mr. Robert Anderson, who will begin work on March 2, 2009. He also stated that the Municipal Judge, William Seals, could possibly be transferring to circuit court, and requested that a resolution of appreciation be prepared if this should take place. Mayor Pro tem Davis again addressed the fireworks ordinance for the City of Marion, and suggested that City amend the ordinance to accommodate all holidays and events that are celebrated in the City of Marion. Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to authorize the City Attorney to amend the fireworks ordinance, seconded by Councilman Ronald Davis. Mayor Pro tem Davis commented that the City has paid the City Attorney a total of $30,000 to date for the lawsuit against the four council members being sued.  Mayor Gerald stated that he will go over the attorney fees by line item at next month’s council meeting. 

In a motion made by Mayor Pro tem Davis he stated, “I move that the City Council appoint an independent special investigator to investigate and report to the Council on whether the Mayor has engaged in activities which require forfeiture of office under §5-7-200 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, including a situation to which the Mayor engaged in a transaction with the City, which was not disclosed to the Council prior to completion of the transaction. I further move that the special investigator be authorized to administer oaths and issue subpoenas to witnesses and require the production of evidence on behalf of the Council”. This motion was seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell. Councilmen Ralph and Ronald Atkinson voted no. 
Ms. Calette Grant was present to request permission to start a taxi cab service in the City of Marion. Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to allow Ms. Grant to pursue her request and to work with Chief Ammons to comply with the requirements of city ordinance, seconded by Councilman Ronald Davis and Mayor Pro tem Davis.

 Chief Smith requested the help of city employees to clean up graffiti around the City. Mr. Ronnie Sanders offered to provide help from his department. Councilwoman Bromell expressed her concerns about graffiti and commented about residents painting over graffiti in their neighbors as well as warning signs and fines.
Mayor Pro tem Davis made a motion to allow the Relay for Life events to be held at Withlacoochee Park on May 1, 2009, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell.
Hearing no further business, Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to go into executive session to receive a legal update from the city attorney regarding the lawsuit against the four council members being sued, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Davis. 
There was no action taken during executive session. Returning from executive session, Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to request a special meeting of Council on Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 6:00 P.M. to discuss citizen complaints concerning the Police Department, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell, and carried. Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
________________________

 ______________________
Bobby Gerald, Mayor 

 
 Lakesha Y. Shannon, Clerk
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