Minutes of Marion City Council
Regular Meeting and Public Hearing 
January 13, 2009 – 6:30 P.M.
A public hearing and regular meeting was held by City Council on January 13, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:30 P.M. over which Mayor Bobby Gerald presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Mayor Pro tem Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell and Ronald Davis were all in attendance. Also present were Chief Alan Ammons, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik, Chief Willie Smith, City Attorney Kenneth Davis, Mr. Frank Page, Mr. Mike Shall, and various other citizens. 
Mr. Naeem McFadden from the Star and Enterprise was in attendance to represent the press.
Mayor Gerald called the public hearing to order to discuss the Police Department JAG Grant. Chief Smith stated that the grant has been awarded and this public hearing is to make the public aware and conform to the regulations of the grant process. This $42,000 grant was used to purchase new computers for several employees in the police department so that they can access software needed to prepare reports, etc. Hearing no questions or comments from the public, Mayor Gerald adjourned the public hearing.    
Mayor Gerald called the regular meeting to order and Chief Smith gave the opening prayer. Mayor Gerald welcomed all guest and press. Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting on December 9, 2008, seconded by Councilman Ronald Davis with no corrections. 
City of Marion Auditors, Mr. Charles Jones and Mrs. Brenda Jackson, were present to discuss the June 30, 2008 audit report. Mr. Jones explained in detail an audit letter he provided to Council prior to the meeting. He also gave detailed information on the City’s financial statements and highlighted several items. He stated there is 76 days of working capital, and the overall change of governmental activities is $5,000, which is basically the same position as last year. He also stated that there is $19.8 million in capital, a general fund balance of $1.1 million, $133,000 excess of revenues over expenditures, and $747,000 negative change of assets for water and sewer account. (Please refer to audit report for additional information). Mrs. Brenda Jackson highlighted information regarding internal controls, GASB 45, and addressed comments from Council.  
In other business, Mr. Tom Bland, design manager from Progress Energy, provided an update on the lighting project that took place in the public housing areas. He stated that the project is complete and he is very pleased with the outcome. This project included installing taller poles and increasing wattage in these areas. Mayor Gerald suggested that lighting also be increased on South Main Street.
Reverend Curtis Campbell was present on behalf of the Pee Dee Museum to request use of the C.D. Joyner Auditorium on January 17, 2009 for a Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration. Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to allow Rev. Campbell the use of this facility, seconded by Mayor pro tem Davis.

Mr. Andre Wilson was present to request approval from Council to start a taxi service in the City of Marion. He presented his insurance information as well as background check.  City Attorney Kenneth Davis commented that the insurance amount appeared rather low for this type business. Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to allow Mr. Wilson to pursue his request after working with Alan Ammons to comply with insurance requirements and other requirements by city ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell.
Mayor Pro tem made a motion to appoint Ms. Lisa Seabrook to replace Rev. Henry McGill, Jr. on the PDRTA Board of Directors as the City’s representative, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell, and carried.
Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to schedule the City Party for Tuesday, March 17, 2009 at 7:00 P.M., seconded by Mayor Pro tem Davis. 

Councilman Ronald Davis made a motion to offer the position of City Administrator to Mr. Robert Anderson, one of the three individuals previously interviewed for the job, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell, and carried. Personnel Director Elizabeth Ficik will contact Mr. Anderson regarding this offer.
Mayor Pro tem Davis made several comments about the training that is offered to council members. He stated that he and Councilwoman Bromell are graduates of the Strom Thurmond Institute for elected officials. Councilman Ronald Davis added that he is currently attending this institute. Mayor Pro tem Davis also addressed the fireworks ordinance for the City of Marion, and suggested that City amend the ordinance to accommodate all holidays and events that are celebrated in the City of Marion.  Chief Ammons commented that the City could consider offering a special events permit for fireworks. Mayor Pro tem Davis requested information regarding an electrical contractor that is performing work for the City of Marion. Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik provided information concerning the contractor. 

Chief Alan Ammons presented information to Council regarding the C&D Landfill. A letter was received from DHEC requesting to know if this landfill will be kept open or closed, and the City must respond by January 23, 2009. He stated that an engineer needs to be hired to prepare a plan by February 20, 2009 and the cost is $3,500, and up to $70,000 in the next 12 months. B.P Barber is willing to work with the City to provide information and explain options. Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to hire B.P Barber, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Davis. Chief Ammons also gave an update on the fire hydrant maintenance that took place in the City of Marion. He stated that out of the 300 hydrants checked, there were only problems with 10.
Chief Smith commented about a business he protested against regarding a Beer and Wine Permit. Because he was late responding to the protest, the license was issued to the business. He contacted the State and suggested that they investigate, because there have been some issues at this location since the license was issued. He also stated that there have been questions and concerns regarding truck parking in the City of Marion.
Chief Ammons stated that James Equipment on Highway 76 West is currently in the process of cleaning up the property so that he can provide well lit, fenced in parking accommodations for truckers.
Hearing no further business, Councilman Ronald Davis made a motion to go into executive session to discuss a personnel matter regarding the discipline policy, and to receive a legal update from the city attorney regarding a lawsuit, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell. There was no action taken in executive session.
________________________

 ______________________
Bobby Gerald, Mayor 

 
 Lakesha Y. Shannon, Clerk
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